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Abstract 
The objective of this study was to identify factors affecting the nursing students� courses of 

processing subjective data as a first step to analyze the courses of processing subjective data in 

situations in which nurses detect �suicidal signs� . Subjects were 32 second-year nursing university 

students who had agreed to participate in the study. The data was collected from the words expressed 

by the students in response to the stated eight situations such as cases of paper patients. From the 

data, characteristics of the courses of processing subjective data in the situations were determined. 

The contributing factors responsible for these characteristics were then identified. The following 

seven factors were identified as the ones contributing to the nursing students� courses of processing 

subjective data: 1) �standpoints that reviews intersubjectivity with patients from a future standpoint�, 

2) �attitude that tries to maintain and develop intersubjectivity �, 3) �characteristic of standpoints 

with patients �, 4) �avoidance of silence�, 5) �attitude that emphasize on relationships rather than 

data�, 6) �choice between emotional and intellectual approaches�, and 7) �choice between nursing 

expertise and human compassion�.In addition, the following three pairs of standpoints, which do not 

contradict or conflict with each other, subsist in the nursing students� course of processing subjective 

data in situations of preventing suicide: �non-confrontational vs. confrontational approach�, 

�emotional vs. intellectual approach�, and �nursing expertise vs. human compassion�.  
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