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<Original Article>

Nursing Care Practitioners’ Understanding and Correl
ation between “Concept of Family and Family Care,”

“Essential Information,” and “Actual Practice”

Mayumi Miura?, Yuriko Kanematsu®’ , Yuri Takahashi®, Natsuko Oyama D Akihiko Hirano"
1) Iwate Prefectural University, Faculty of Nursing,

2) Former Iwate Prefectural University, Faculty of Nursing

Abstract

The objective of this study was to obtain suggestions for improving family care practice by
investigating (1) concept of family and family care,(2) nurses’ needs for family information,
and(3)nurses’ actual practice of family care. 205 clinical nurses and 69 visiting nurses
answered a questionnaire consisting of 10 items of concept, 14 items of information, 7 items
of actual care and images of caregivers. Results were:(1)Concept of family and family care
involved two factors, “Family expected of caregivers” and “Family as a whole”, (2)All nurses
had a great need for such information, (3)Actual practice was predominantly supportive, (4)A
significant correlation between concept and actual practice was found only in visiting nurses.

The notion of “Family in need of support” is not yet developed within the concept of family

care.

Keywords: concept of family, family information, family nursing, clinical nurse, visiting

nurse
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