






















A Mother’s Sentiments towards a Child Conceived 
through in Vitro Fertilization

  Semi-structured interviews and their analysis were conducted with the aim to clarify a mother’s sentiments 

towards a child conceived through in vitro fertilization. As a result, the following 5 sentiments were observed: 

“excitement & joy”, “gratitude”, “appreciation”, “frustration & hardship”, and “remorse”. As regards experi-

ences that have affected mothers’ sentiments towards their child, experiences such as “miscarriage or 

stillbirth”, “guilty conscience over infertility”, and “repeated hope and disappointment over being pregnant”, 

led mothers to realize their child changed things for the better.  As a result of mothers dealing with such 

challenges, growth as human beings led to such sentiments as “gratitude”, “excitement & joy”, and “apprecia-

tion”. On the other hand, “prolonged period of infertility” or “deficiencies regarding support from one’s 

environment” are presumed to foster a mother’s strong sense of duty and introverted/intropunitive feelings, as 

well as increase sentiments of “frustration & hardship” and “remorse”, thus leading to sentiments of uncertainty 

in mothers.

Keywords : In vitro fertilization, experience, mother, sentiment.

<Original Article> 

Yoshiko Otani

Iwate Prefectural University Graduate School, Graduate School of Nursing, Doctoral Program 


