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<Material>

Operating Room Nursing Practicums in basic Nursing Education Courses:

the Direction and Future areas of Research in Japan (2000-2015)

Naoko Ozawa
Facutly of Nursing, Iwate Prefectural University

Objective: To analyze the direction of nursing research regarding operating room nursing practicums for
student nurses during basic nursing education courses and to investigate necessary future areas of research
in Japan.

Methods: The Web Japan Medical Abstracts Society (Ver.5) was searched for articles published between
2000 and 2015 regarding operating room nursing practicums for student nurses. Values for descriptive
statistics were calculated for type of research and other details while “research content” and “aspects of
operating room nursing practicums experienced by students” were categorized based on similarity of se-
mantic content.

Results: Among the 43 relevant articles returned by the search, the most common research design and
type of research were exploratory factor analysis (55.8%) and qualitative research (55.8%), respec-
tively. The most common form of instruction for operating room nursing practicums was “instructions
from an instructor” (55.8%) . Research content was divided into five categories, the most common of
which was field reports describing “the state of student learning content during operating room nursing
practicums” (58.1%) . “Aspects of operating room nursing practicums experienced by students” were di-
vided into four categories, among which “difficulties and sense of achievement experienced by students
during the process of target attainment during operating room nursing practicums” demonstrated the dif-
ficulties and sense of achievement experienced by students during the process of attaining the targets of
operating room nursing practicums and positive and negative perceptions of instruction.

Conclusion: The direction of current research regarding operating room nursing practicums for nursing
students is at a breakthrough stage following clarification of the state of current operating room nursing
practicums. Further research is required regarding 1) pedagogy and support to reduce student stress, 2)
the state of student instruction and practicum systems among teachers in charge of practicums, and 3)

support and cooperation between teachers and practicum instructors.

Keywords:basic nursing education course, operating room nursing practicum, literature review
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