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Structure of Body Image Restoration in Patients

Undergoing Wide Excision of Malignant Soft Tissue Tumors

Kana Takeuchi’  Kazue Mori?
1) Iwate Medical University Hospital 2) Seirei Christopher University

Abstract

The objective of this study was to clarify the structure of body image restoration in patients undergoing
wide resection of malignant soft tissue tumor.

The study design was qualitative and inductive. A semi-structured interview was conducted with five
patients undergoing wide resection of malignant soft tissue tumor with notification of the diagnosis, and
content analysis was performed. Results of the analysis revealed 11 categories encompassing the patients’
body image perception and 5 categories regarding body image. Before the surgery, anticipatory grief for
loss of affected limbs was extracted, “Thinking about potential amputation of the affected limb made me
sad.” After the surgery, I realize the loss of function, but through rehabilitation I became clear that I
wanted to regain myself as "I want to be like my own before surgery because my arms and legs remained".
The structure of the body image reconstruction of patients with malignant soft tumor who underwent ex-
tensive tumor resection was thought to be accepting functional impairment of affected limbs and recon-

sidering dysfunction to live proactively.

Keywords: malignant soft tissue tumor patient, wide excision, anticipatory grief, dysfunction, body image



