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< Research Report >

Professional Roles as Perceived by Public Health Nurses with Experience

of Working in Child Consultation Center

Ayaka Sobu, Mioko Goto

Faculty of Nursing, Iwate Prefectural University

Abstract
An interview was conducted with public health nurses with experience of working in child consultation centers
to identify how these nurses think of their professional roles as public health nurses in child consultation
centers, and the interview data was qualitatively analyzed. For the thoughts on abused children and their parents
four categories including ‘Abused children and parents have specific characteristics that require support’ were
identified. For the thoughts on the professional roles of this population, six categories including ‘Re-recognizing
the strengths as public health nurses who connect clients to necessary support by applying their own experience
while taking into account regional characteristics and understanding the overall issues’ were identified. The
findings suggest that public health nurses working in child consultation centers need to be aware that they are
responsible for engaging with the issues of children and health-related problems of their families, and addressing
social issues such as child abuse that arise in communities with specific characteristics. It is also suggested that
they continue to reflect on their own professional roles as public health nurses in order to actively demonstrate

their professional roles.

Keywords : public health nurse, child consultation center, expertise



